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Discover the charm of Alexandria’s historic district, beginning your journey on bustling King Street, where unique shops, cozy cafés, and architectural treasures invite
leisurely exploration. Stroll down the quaint Captain's Row, with its cobblestone streets lined by meticulously maintained 18th-century homes perfect for memorable
photographs. Be sure to capture a snapshot of the intriguingly narrow Hollensbury Spite House, a delightful curiosity. Immerse yourself further in local history at the
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary Museum, filled with authentic medicinal artifacts from the colonial era. End your day savoring innovative dishes at Virtue Feed & Grain,
located in a beautifully restored 19th-century warehouse, or experience refined local flavors at Vermilion, acclaimed for its seasonal, farm-to-table menu.

Explore Alexandria’s vibrant cultural scene by visiting the Torpedo Factory Art Center in a converted naval building, where local artists showcase their creative talents
in numerous working studios and galleries. Take advantage of the lively atmosphere at the Old Town Farmers' Market in historic Market Square, where fresh produce,

artisanal baked goods, and unique crafts reflect the city's community spirit. Nature enthusiasts will delight in the scenic Mount Vernon Trail, perfect for biking or
walking, offering picturesque views of the Potomac River and the iconic Washington, D.C., skyline. Culinary options abound, from delicious seafood at Hank's Oyster
Bar and hearty European dishes at Old House Cosmopolitan. Conclude your evening by sipping expertly crafted cocktails at King's Ransom or sampling award-winning
local beers at Port City Brewing Company.




Deepen your appreciation of American history with a visit to George Washington’s Mount Vernon estate, accessible via a scenic riverside path ideal for cycling or
leisurely walking. Explore the beautifully preserved mansion and tranquil gardens, gaining insights into the personal life of the nation’s first president. Alternatively,
head to the George Washington Masonic National Memorial, where panoramic city views and fascinating exhibits await. Finish your Alexandria experience by enjoying
a leisurely brunch at Fontaine, famed for its authentic French crépes, or indulge in the historic ambiance and traditional American fare at Gadsby's Tavern Restaurant,

leaving you with lasting impressions of this charming riverside community.

SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK, VIRGINIA

Escape the heat with a summer journey into Shenandoah National Park, nestled
within Virginia’s scenic Blue Ridge Mountains, roughly two hours from
Alexandria. Imagine winding through lush, tree-lined roads along Skyline Drive,
pausing at overlooks to admire panoramic mountain vistas. Trails shaded by
dense forests lead to cascading waterfalls such as Dark Hollow Falls, perfect for
a refreshing hike. Wildlife enthusiasts will delight in spotting white-tailed deer,
birds, and possibly black bears. Summer ranger programs add an educational
twist, making it an ideal day-trip destination for nature lovers.

HARPERS FERRY, WEST VIRGINIA

Travel about ninety minutes northwest to Harpers Ferry's charming, historic
riverside town. Nestled where the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers converge,
this quaint town combines vivid American history with outdoor adventure.
Explore cobblestone streets, museums, and antique shops reflecting its pivotal
Civil War heritage. For breathtaking views, trek up Maryland Heights or enjoy
summertime river tubing and rafting excursions, which provide a relaxing way
to soak in the stunning surroundings. Summertime often brings lively historic
reenactments and special events, bringing the town’s storied past vibrantly to
life.

GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

Two hours north of Alexandria, Gettysburg invites visitors to step back into one
of America's defining historical events—the epic Civil War battle of 1863.
Experience the powerful atmosphere of Gettysburg National Military Park as you
tour its sprawling battlefield, either with expert guides or independently,
stopping at iconic spots like Little Round Top and Pickett’s Charge. The
charming town, rich with period architecture, quaint cafés, and unique shops,
offers pleasant strolls. Visit during early July to participate in poignant
commemorations, including reenactments and evening tributes honoring those
who served and sacrificed.

BEYOND THE CITY

COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG & JAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA

About 2.5 hours from Alexandria, Colonial Williamsburg transports visitors back
to the 18th century with immersive historical experiences. Explore authentic
colonial-era buildings and interact with skilled artisans practicing traditional
trades on tree-lined streets. Discover historic Jamestown nearby, the site of
America's first permanent English settlement, through detailed reenactments
and exhibits. Families can complement the historical exploration with thrilling
rides and entertaining shows at Busch Gardens Williamsburg, enhancing the
day's excitement. Summers are especially festive, featuring lively Fourth of July
parades, ceremonies, and dazzling fireworks illuminating the historic skyline.

LOUDOUN COUNTY WINE COUNTRY, VIRGINIA

Just west of Alexandria, approximately an hour’s drive, discover Loudoun
County’s picturesque countryside, dotted with lush vineyards and idyllic small
towns. Known affectionately as "DC's wine country," this area offers visitors
opportunities to relax at acclaimed wineries, tasting a variety of local wines
amid stunning panoramic views. Popular vineyards like Stone Tower Winery and
Bluemont Vineyard provide unique atmospheres, ranging from sophisticated
tasting rooms to relaxed patios perfect for a leisurely summer afternoon.
Charming towns like Middleburg and Leesburg enhance your visit with delightful
shops, cozy cafés, and seasonal events celebrating local culture, food, and wine.

KINGS DOMINION, VIRGINIA

Just under ninety minutes south of Alexandria, Kings Dominion provides an
exhilarating summer day filled with excitement and family-friendly
entertainment. Thrill-seekers will enjoy top roller coasters such as Intimidator
305 and Twisted Timbers, while younger guests can delight in Planet Snoopy's
charming rides and attractions. Cool off in Soak City, the park’s extensive water
park, offering waterslides, wave pools, and lazy rivers. Kings Dominion extends
its hours throughout summer, hosting special events, including festive Fourth of
July fireworks displays and nightly entertainment, ensuring an unforgettable
summer outing.
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For more trip inspiration and travel ideas throughout the USA, go to: https://traveltrade.visittheusa.com/



